
INDIE with ease
List of overused words to cut

• Adverbs

• Multiple adjectives

• Unnecessary backstory

• Phrases which start “as..”

• Replace some dialogue tags with action

• Individual words: 

◦ about, actually, almost, appears, approximately, basically, close to, 

even, eventually, exactly, finally, just, just then, kind of, nearly, 
practically, really, seem/seems, simply, somehow, somewhat, sort of, 
suddenly, truly, utterly, started to, began to, proceeded to, considering
the fact that, very, quite, certainly, definitely, anyway, some, usually, 
probably, perhaps, a little, slightly, rather, fairly.
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